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Applications for the 2018-2019 ME310/SUGAR Global Innovation Program is now open
(deadline August 5th).

- What is ME310/SUGAR? -
ME310/SUGAR is a program where students from universities around the world take on

innovation challenges posed by global companies using design thinking methodologies. In nine



months, student teams start from a broadly defined brief and develop a refined concept with a
functional prototype, not just a series of post-its or ideas. Many of the concepts from
ME310/SUGAR have been further developed by the partner companies and released into the

market.

The program originated at Stanford University and has spread around the world to over twenty
universities on five continents. The number of students worldwide has increased fivefold over

the last ten years, but KIT is the only Japanese university in the network.

The 2018-2019 program will run from late September 2018 to mid-July 2019 (This program
does not follow the normal academic calendar in Japan, you will be expected to participate

even during spring holidays).

- What you get out of it -
International Community: Several hundred students from around the world participate in
ME310/SUGAR every year, and this is your opportunity to improve your communication skills

and expand your network beyond borders.

Experiences in Design Thinking: Design Thinking is an approach to innovation that is becoming
increasingly popular in industry. This is your opportunity to learn this cutting-edge

methodology and start your career as a true innovator.

Working on a Real Project: Every project in ME310/SUGAR is industry sponsored with reality
that is beyond what is normally provided in student projects. Teams also get proper

prototyping budget to create a functional and refined prototype at the end of the project.

Creative Confidence: In ME310/SUGAR, students learn a lot of building and management skills
related to the project topics, and one of the most common feedback is that getting through

such an intense project was great in building one’s confidence.

- Eligibility -

e 4th year Bachelors (continuing into a Masters Program), Masters, or Ph.D. students not
graduating before the program finishes

e Competency in English

* Experience in fields related to product innovation (e.g. engineering, design, business, user

research, etc.)



Through two semesters, you will be able to receive 8 units total for your participation in
ME310/SUGAR. For students in Design, Architecture, Information Science, this will be considered as

a subject within your major. For all other majors, this will be considered a program-wide subject.

Application Form (English): https://goo.gl/forms/fu4X2p4Belzyy1yv2
Application Form (Japanese): https://goo.gl/forms/vQCXLNbVkwkk6kpw1
Deadline: Sunday, August 5th, Noon

We will be conducting interviews after the first round of selections based on the application forms.

Contact:
English - Sushi Suzuki sushi@kit.ac.jp (KYOTO Design Lab Associate Professor)
Japanese - Keita Tatara tatara@kit.ac.jp (Faculty of Design and Architecture, Assistant

Professor)



